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TO: STATE/RCI, SSU/UIA, SSO ACSI DA wASH, D,C., CO NAVINTCOM, 
BFSSOG USAF. DOE, DIR NSA, 


25X1 


FOR DEPARTMENT AND AGENCY HEADS FROM DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INT! LIGENCE 


f 


SUPJECT: PRESIDENTIAL POLICY DECISION 


; SING 
. THE PRESIDENT HAS DECIDED TO DECLASSIFY THE "FACT OF" U 

Sige Susan RECONNAISSANCE SATELLITES AS THE BASIC Bee ed al hg 
THAT THE UNITED STATES CAN SUCCESSFULLY MONTTOR SOVIET : = 
MEWT ITN KEEPING wITH SALT AGREEMENTS, THE MEANS BY gone ve 
PRESIDENT wILL PLACE THIS TWFORMATION INTO THE PUBLIC aoe Sey 
WELL 68E IN A SPEECH AT KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, CAPE LE ete aod 
ON 1 UCTOBER 1976, HOWEVER, THIS DATE 18 INDEFINITE Aves N mes 
TIME AS HE MAKES HIS STATEMENT, ALL PERSONNEL ARE TO CONSIDE 
"FACT OF" STILL CLASSIFIED. 


2. THIS STEP GF DECLASSIFYING THE "FACT OF" WHICH Maeda 
CLASSIFIED COLLATERAL SECRET FOR THE PAST 4 1/2 Fe ee aa 
OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION OF WHAT IS ALREADY GENERALLY KNOKN ov ae 

5 i t HE AMERICAN \ - 
ate av DRE okt ae AFTER LENGTHY STUDY AND PAINSTAKING REVIEW 
WHICH HAS BEEN OVER TwO YEARS IN THE MAKING. 


. N TAKING THIS STEP, THE U.S, GOVERNMENT REALIZES THAT THIS 
MAY a RDER CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC INTEREST IN THE FIELD Dean 
RECUNNAISSANCE, ITS CAPABILITIES, TARGETS, FORMS AND aoe COU EEE 
ITS OVERALL FFFECTIVENESS. THE DECLASSIFICATION sah eas nee 
wILL EXTEND GNLY AS FAR AS A STATEMENT ADMITTING TO TRE ae 
AN UVERHEAD PHOTO RECONNAISSANCE CAPABILITY, BUT WILL SMa unue Ts 
DETAILS ABOUT THAT PROGRAM, IMAGERY, OR TUAGER? DERIVED po oe 
COLLECTED BY THAT PROGRAM, WOR THE "FACT OF" ANY SIGINT SATEL 
CAPABILITY. 


j RE THAT CLEARED 
a, ALL TSO'S AND BSO'S ARE REQUESTED TO ENSU 
AWD TALENT@KEYHOLE PERSONWEL UNDER THEIR JURISDICTION ARE 
a eat BRIEFED OF THE IMPENDING ANNOUNCEMENT AND THAT THEY 
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UNDERSTAKD THAT THE FOLLOWING POINTS PERTAIN 10 THIS MAJOR POLICY 
CHANGE: 


A, THE ONLY INFORMATION BEING DECLASSIFIED IS THE 
"ACT OF" OVERHEAD PHOTOGRAPHIC RECONNAISSANCE BY THE U,S, 
25X1A GUVERNMENT. 


KO DECLASSIFICATION WILL bE MADE REGARDING THE 


6. WE ENVISION NO CHANGE IN THE CLASSIFICATION OF “FACTS ABOUT" 
PHOTO SATELLITE PROGRAMS BY VIRTUE OF THIS PLANNED DISCLOSURE, 
THE ONLY MEANS BY WHICH WE WILL BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN CONTINUED 
SECURITY DISCIPLINE AND PROTECTION OF OUR VALUABLE COLLECTION 
PROGRAMS AUD THEIR UNIQUE PRODUCTS 1S THROUGH THE CONTINUED DILIGENCE 
AND COOPERATION OF THE CURRENT AND FORMER CLEARED COMMUNITY, 


7, THERE MAY BE A PRUDENT WEEG TO BRIEF FORMERLY CLEARED HIGH 
LEVEL GOVERNMENT AND INOUSTRY PERSONNEL WHO MAY FIND THEMSELVES THE 
OBJECT OF PRESS ATTENTION, TSO/BSO'S ARE REQUESTED, ON A PRIORITY 
BASIS, TO ADVISE THE SSC/CIA OF ANY SUCH CANDIDATE PERSONNEL TO 
DETERMINE WHATEVER BRIEFING IS PLAUSIBLE AND DESIRABLE. 


B, ALL INQUIRIES ON THIS MATTER WILL BE HANDLED AT THE 


WASHINGTON LEVEL AND NONE SHOULD BE ACCEPTED IN THE FIELD. MORE 
SPECIFIC ADVICE ON WHERE INQUIRIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED wItL FOLLOW, 
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9, wE KEALIZE THE TIMING ON THIS NOTIFICATION FOR THIS POLICY 
CHANGE IS VERY SHORT. HOWEVER, IT IS MOST IMPERATIVE THAT TSO/BSO'S 
TAKE ACTION ON THIS MESSAGE TO ENSURE THAT THEIR CLEARED PERSONNEL 
ARE BRIEFED PRIOR TU THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH RATHER THAK AFTERWARDS 
TO PREVENT ERRONEOUS CONCLUSIONS BEING DRAWN THAT OUR PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SYSTEMS ARE HEING DECLASSIFIED AND THAT DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THESE 
SYSTEMS CA WOW TARE PLACE OUTSIDE THE CLASSIFIED COMPARTMENTED 
ARENA. E2 IMPDET.> 
ORIG: Re GAMBINO, B/SEC 


(OUSD); REL: FRANK C, CARL . 
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